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A New York Times Best Illustrated Children's Book of 2011!A picture-book delight by a rising talent

tells a cumulative tale with a mischievous twist.The bear's hat is gone, and he wants it back.

Patiently and politely, he asks the animals he comes across, one by one, whether they have seen it.

Each animal says no, some more elaborately than others. But just as the bear begins to despond, a

deer comes by and asks a simple question that sparks the bear's memory and renews his search

with a vengeance. Told completely in dialogue, this delicious take on the classic repetitive tale plays

out in sly illustrations laced with visual humor-- and winks at the reader with a wry irreverence that

will have kids of all ages thrilled to be in on the joke.
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I knew it! I knew it, I knew it, I knew it, I knew it, I knew it! When Caroline Stutson's Cats' Night Out

was released by Simon & Schuster in 2010 it contained art by an animator going by the moniker of

Jon Klassen. And frankly I just thought it contained some of the slickest art I'd seen in a picture book

in a long while. I hardly even noticed that he was the same guy behind the pictures found in The

Incorrigible Children of Ashton Place by Maryrose Wood. Still and all, until now he hadn't illustrated

his own book. I was fairly certain he might at some point, and I wasn't sure I'd be looking forward to

it. I mean, I thought the man was grand, but could he tell a story? Well, turns out I was right about



the fact that his art is magnificent and now, with the release of his first author/illustrator picture book

I Want My Hat Back, Klassen shows once and for all that his storytelling talents match his illustration

technique pound for pound.A bear has lost his hat. To find it he questions a variety of woodland

creatures including a fox, a frog, a turtle, a possum, a dear, a snake and a rabbit. The rabbit, for the

record, refuses to acknowledge having seen the hat in spite of the fact that he appears to be

wearing it. And when the bear realizes the true culprit there will be a price to pay. A deeply amusing

price. Painted with Chinese ink and digital art, Klassen's book falls into that growing category of

subversive picture books out there.

My sons, ages 5 and 7, received this as a Christmas gift. I had never heard of the book before this,

so I had no preconceived notions of how good/bad it was and I'm grateful I didn't.First of all, there is

something to be said for the simplicity of the story, the illustrations and the tongue-in-cheek humor

that is an undertone throughout this book. My sons both loved the illustrations and the story in

general. I did have to reread the end of the book to see if I understood what happened correctly (I

did) and explain the ending to my sons. My oldest replied "Well I guess that's what happens when

you're a rabbit and a bear." And that, my friends, is the answer to any questions you may have

about this book in a nutshell. Bears and rabbits don't always get along in the natural world,

especially if you trick a bear. It also opened up a discussion on how wildlife really works, and that

alone is a good thing.Now some reviewers have called the bear a murderer, which is more than a

little harsh in my opinion. I mean, don't bears hunt for food? Okay, the rabbit tricks the bear, but

does that mean he has to end up with the fate given to him. In children's literature, no. In real life,

yes. Take your pick as to how you want the story to go. My sons understood the bear had been

tricked or lied to and that he ended up with an unfortunate fate. They weren't traumatized by this, it

was just something that happened, something that really does happen.My bigger concern for the

book is regarding the lying. Rabbit lies and gets punished in the end. While harsh, if the story ended

there, it would carry, to some degree, a good message about lying and that is has consequences.
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